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Our School Development Plan is focused on supporting student learning 
through explicit instruction of linguistic vocabulary.





How can explicit instruction of linguistic 
vocabulary support student achievement?

What can teachers and students 
do to build linguistic vocabulary?











Teach Academic Vocabulary: Pre-teach vocabulary in all subjects, 
covering definitions, examples and contexts, including decoding and 
etymology. 
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Model and Scaffold Vocabulary: Consistently use discipline-specific 
vocabulary and scaffolds like word walls, concept maps, and Frayer 
charts etc. to help students understand new words. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

In this example,  grade 1 teachers focused on pre-teaching science vocabulary related to the Energy Unit, specifically terms like direction, pathway, speed, and words such as “roll,” “slide,” and “bounce.” Using physical movement and small characters to act out the vocabulary proved to be very effective. 

An anchor chart with visuals was created and displayed in the classroom.  It was frequently referenced across various subjects, including writing, math, and Social Studies, where students connected the terms to community and mapping concepts. 




Model and Scaffold Vocabulary: Consistently use discipline-specific 
vocabulary and scaffolds like word walls, concept maps, and Frayer 
charts etc. to help students understand new words. 



Reinforce Vocabulary: Integrate and repeat key discipline-specific 
vocabulary to enhance retention. 

. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In this grade 5 example, students were taught the transition words to use when writing a compare and contrast piece of writing.  These words are critical in helping the reader makes connections between things that are alike and different



Reinforce Vocabulary: Integrate and repeat key discipline-specific 
vocabulary to enhance retention. 



Support Functional and Social Language Development: Help students 
learn how to connect with peers and manage conversations. 
 



Use Technology Purposefully: Integrate technology that enhances 
literacy and English language development. 
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Formalize a Student Intake Process: Develop a streamlined process for 
assessing and supporting new English as an Additional Language 
students. 



Use Diverse Texts: Offer inclusive and culturally diverse texts that 
reflect student identities. 



Use Bilingual Vocabulary Books: Create/source vocabulary books with 
English words and translations in students' 
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Through targeted professional learning, teacher capacity to address the language 
learning needs of all learners, particularly English as an Additional Language (EAL) 

learners will improve. Teachers completed a  During professional learning time, 
teachers explored resources curated on a choice board and became the students 

and participated in vocabulary learning games such as “Word Loops.”
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